

Knowledge for Improvement: knowledge needs


Outcomes Framework Descriptors and Indicators
The Knowledge for Improvement team in the Department for Education and Skills is currently leading on work aimed at refreshing the indicators and measures included in the Every Child Matters:Change for Children Outcomes Framework.  The latest proposed set of outcome-focused indicators arising from this work are shown below.  However, further work needs to take place to identify the funding and resource that will be needed to fully develop these indicators and the data collections needed to populate them.  A business case is currently being drafted for ministers justifying the need to continue this development work.  Therefore, we are asking partners who are working on this with us not to circulate these descriptors and measures any more widely until this business case has been considered by ministers.  Many thanks in advance for your help with this.

Be healthy

Physically healthy

· Children and young people are within normal weight limits
	Proportion of children and young people who are not obese or underweight i.e. BMI between 18 and 25)


· Children and young people say they are in very good or excellent health

	Proportion of children and young people who report their health as very good or excellent


· Children have the best start at birth

	Proportion of full-term babies born with low birth weight


Mentally and emotionally healthy

· Children and young people have positive attitudes about their lives

	Proportion of children and young people who describe themselves as suffering from depression or anxiety


· Children and young people do not harm themselves deliberately

	Proportion of children and young people who have committed suicide or deliberately harmed themselves


Sexually healthy

· Children and young people do not become pregnant at a time that adversely affects their life chances 

	Under-18 conception rate


· Young people’s sexual behaviour does not make them unhealthy
	Proportion of young people diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection


Healthy lifestyles

· Children and young people eat food that is good for them 

	Proportion of children and young people who eat 5 or more portions of fruit and vegetables a day 


· Children and young people engage in regular physical activity at levels likely to benefit their health, development and well-being
	Proportion of children and young people who engage in at least 60 minutes of at least moderate intensity physical activity each day


· Children and young people do not abuse alcohol

	Proportion of children and young people who drank more than [x] units in any one day in the previous week


· Children and young people a) do not smoke and b) live in a smoke-free environment
	Proportion of children and young people who describe themselves as regular smokers


Choose not to take illegal drugs

· Children and young people do not use illegal drugs or misuse volatile substances

	Proportion of children and young people who frequently use illegal drugs or volatile substances


STAY SAFE

Safe from maltreatment, neglect, violence and sexual exploitation

· Children and young people are not maltreated
	Prevalence of abuse and neglect (including physical, sexual and emotional abuse, physical and emotional neglect)

	Number of deaths from abuse/neglect


Safe from accidental injury and death

· Children and young people are not accidentally injured or killed 

	Proportion of children and young people killed or seriously injured at home

	Proportion of children and young people killed or seriously injured in a RTA


Safe from bullying and discrimination

· Children and young people are not bullied

	Proportion of children and young people reporting that they have been bullied [in the last month]


Safe from crime and anti-social behaviour in and out of school 
· Children and young people are not victims of crime or anti-social behaviour in or out of school
	Proportion of children and young people reporting that they have been a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour


· Children and young people feel safe in their neighbourhoods
	Proportion of children and young people who feel safe walking or playing alone in their neighbourhood during the daytime


Have security, stability and are cared for

· Children and young people’s home/care settings are stable and supportive 
	The proportion of children and young people who report they feel secure and cared for

	Incidence of domestic violence (witnessing)


ENJOY AND ACHIEVE

Ready for school

· Children start school socially and emotionally developed and ready to learn
	The proportion of children who had reached a good level of development at the end of the Foundation Stage


Attend and enjoy school

· Children and young people attend school

	The percentage of half days missed due to absence 

	The relative proportion of children and young people of compulsory school age who are neither on a school roll nor in education otherwise than at school


· Children and young people feel valued at school and enjoy their time there

	The proportion of children and young people who report that they enjoy school


Achieve stretching national educational standards at primary school

· Children fulfil  their individual potential across the curriculum
	The percentage of 7 year olds achieving L2+ at KS1

	Test results on English: Achievement at KS2, level 4+ and Average Point Scores (all pupils)

	Test results on mathematics: Achievement at KS2, level 4+ and Average Point Scores (all pupils)

	Test results on science: Achievement at KS2, level 4+ and Average Point Scores (all pupils)

	Test results on English: Achievement at KS3, level 5+

	Test results on Maths: Achievement at KS3, level 5+

	Test results on Science: Achievement at KS3, level 5+

	Test results on ICT: Achievement at KS3, level 5+


Achieve personal and social development and enjoy recreation

· Children and young people engage in positive activities out of school
	The proportion of children and young people who participate in positive
 activities (either organised or unorganised)  


· Children and young people develop life skills and independence appropriate to their age and abilities
	To talk to the QCA about work on independent living

	The proportion of young people who are confident about managing their finances  


Achieve stretching national educational standards at secondary school

· Children and young people realise their individual potential across the curriculum

	The proportion of those aged 16 who achieve the equivalent of 5 GCSEs at grades A*-C and grades A*-G

	The proportion of those aged 16 who either do not sit GCSEs or who do not achieve any GCSEs


· Children and young people’s achievement and experience at secondary school prepares them for the challenges of adult life
	The proportion of young people who are participating in education, employment or training at ages 16, 17, 18


MAKING A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION

Engage in decision-making and support the community and environment

· Children and young people express their views and participate in decision-making at a local and national level

	The proportion of children and young people who report they have been involved in decisions about matters that affect them


· Children and young people have a positive impact on their community and environment and feel valued members of it
	The proportion of children and young people who participate in positive
 activities (either organised or unorganised)  


Engage in law-abiding and positive behaviour both in and out of school

· Children and young people do not commit crimes and are not anti-social 

	Rates of youth offending/ASB/ Aggressive behaviour in and out of school 

	Number of first time entrants into the youth justice system


· Children and young people who have committed offences do not re-offend

	Rates of re-offending


Develop positive relationships and choose not to bully or discriminate

· Children and young people treat their peers and members of the wider community with respect

	The proportion of children and young people who thought their local area was a place where people from different backgrounds and ethnicities got on well together.  


· Children and young people do not bully or discriminate against their peers inside or outside school or college

	Proportion of children and young people reporting that they have been bullied [in the last month]


Develop self-confidence and successfully deal with significant life changes and challenges

· Children and young people develop are able to handle major transitions in their lives 
	CYP are able to handle major transitions in their lives [research-based]


Develop enterprising behaviour

· Children and young people are imaginative and innovative
ACHIEVE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

Engage in further education, employment or training on leaving school

· On leaving school, young people take the route that enables them to develop the right skills and educational attainment to realise their potential as adults
	The proportion of young people who are participating in education, employment or training at ages 16, 17, 18


Ready for employment

· Young people have the essential literacy, numeracy and IT skills
	The proportion of those aged 19 who have achieved the equivalent of at least 5 GCSEs at grades A*-C

	The proportion of those aged 19 who have not achieved any approved qualification


· Young people have the necessary emotional intelligence and social skills for employment

	[Add measure about employers’ perceptions of whether YP are ready for employment when they start work]


CYP live in decent homes and sustainable communities

· Children and young people live in accommodation that enhances their life chances

	Proportion of children and young people living in homes meeting decent standards – e.g. warm, free from damp, structurally sound, not overcrowded

	The proportion of children and young people who are either homeless or living in temporary accommodation (including asylum seekers, homeless, refugees)


· Children and young people live in areas that provide an appropriate environment in which to grow up

	The number of cleaner, safer and greener public spaces and quality of the built environment in deprived areas


Access to transport and material goods

· Children and young people’s access to transport allows them to improve their education, social lives and employment prospects
	Proportion of children and young people who report that they have adequate access to public transport services that allows them to improve their education, social lives and employment prospects


· Children and young people’s access to material goods and services is sufficient to avoid marginalization

	Proportion of CYP who are materially deprived and who live in households below 70 per cent of the median equivalent income


Live in households free from low income

· Children and young people do not live in poverty
	Proportion of children and young people in households below 60 per cent of median equivalent income 


· Children and young people do not live in workless households

	The proportion of children and young people living in households where no-one is working 


� It is intended that this descriptor covers issues like breastfeeding, maternal smoking and infant mortality. There is possibly a better phrase that could be used here to clarify its coverage.


� What does ‘positive’ mean here?  Suggest civic activities, formal volunteering, informal volunteering


� What does ‘positive’ mean here?  Suggest civic activities, formal volunteering, informal volunteering


� Note – these indicators are the same as those detailed under the Stay Safe outcome. 
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