Home Office Respect Agenda
Until recently the approach to dealing with Anti Social Behaviour was to focus on the perpetrator

Nationally since October 2003

18,000 Acceptable Behaviour Contracts

3,500 housing injunctions

700 crack house closures

Nationally since April 1999

Approximately 10,000 Anti Social Behaviour Orders

Concern over breaches – 42% - can result in up to 5 years in jail
Media Coverage

Case-studies sound ‘comical’ but are a major problem for neighbours and residents 

· not wearing hoodies, 

· cannot use his own front door for 4 years, 

· stealing newts from a neighbours pond, 

· not allowed to ride on the top deck of a bus anywhere in the UK
All these cases involve young people.
Home Office has broadened the approach to anti social behaviour to consider lack of parenting skills as a key problem

- Family Intervention Projects

- Specialist Parenting Practitioners

Families with multiple problems – debt, relationship breakdown, domestic violence, low educational achievement, drug misuse – can cost £250,000 to £300,000 per year.
‘Lack of a joined up cross agency approach’ – up to 20 agencies involved in some cases.
GRIPPING – the buzz word in Respect Task Force guidance

Mix of carrot and stick – an Acceptable Behaviour Contract may include a condition requiring attendance at a drug clinic or parenting classes – with regular failure to comply resulting in a serious sanction – an ASBO or even eviction
