The suitability and quality of supported accommodation for young people from a Youth Offending perspective

“Suitable and sustainable accommodation for children and young people who have offended or are at risk of offending is critical for both social inclusion and reducing re-offending.”

The Audit Commission (2004) approximate that 9,000 young people under the supervision of YOS’s are in unsuitable accommodation.  This leads to the question what is suitable accommodation?
There is no statutory definition for this so it can mean different things in different contexts but whatever definition is used, the notion of suitable accommodation should take into account the needs of each individual, which will vary depending on age, gender ethnicity, the nature of offending and a range of other factors.

There is a wide range of accommodation provision for young people which varies locally and regionally including hostels, supported accommodation and floating support. The provision and support can also vary widely. 

Traditionally supported housing has been referred to as “hostels”. This term has been used negatively and will often create barriers for young people when applying for jobs, registering with a GP or accessing legal documents.  
However there are a number of projects to improve accommodation provision for homeless services including ‘Places for Change’ and the ‘National Youth Homelessness Scheme’ 

They are promoting alternative provision including changing ‘old fashioned’ hostels into spaces where service users can get advice, support, access to a GP, employment support and accommodation. There is also development and research into ‘supported lodgings’ schemes – this is   a service which “can allow an individual to live in a family home, experiencing domestic life in a shared and supportive environment.”

Young people who are unable to remain in the family home need to be able to live in accommodation that is warm, safe and clean – providing support to enable young people to grow and develop and learn skills to enable them to move on independently or return to the family home. 

