STUDENT VOICE
ON
CHILD POVERTY

A regional Child Poverty conference, organised by Government Office
for the East Midlands, took place last Friday in Nottingham.

At this event 150 delegates shared examples of things that are making
an impact in their local areas.

Several keynote presentations were also made by local, regional
and national leaders

The most powerful contribution was made by a group of students from
St Clement’s College in Skegness, Lincolnshire who had been the
leading school in a child poverty project called “The Future is Ours!”

We include some of the workshop outcomes from this project to
stimulate your thinking. If you would like to obtain the DVD about the

project please email sharrie.manno@goem.gsi.gov.uk

All other resources from last Friday’s conference (except this DVD)
can be downloaded from www.changeforchildren.co.uk

THE FUTURE IS OURS!



THE FUTURE IS OURS
STUDENT PROIJECT

Project description

Organised alongside GOEM'’s regional child poverty conference was a project for
secondary-age students to explore some of the issues and express their perceptions
relating to child poverty. This project, entitted The Future is Ours! was facilitated by
colleagues at Bishop Grosseteste University College, Lincoln with the lead school, St
Clements College in Skegness. A number of workshops and conferences were organised
to bring students from a number of schools together and created some interesting
outcomes.

Project outcomes

A DVD is available from GOEM - this is the main project outcome for The Future is Ours!
project. Printed on the following pages are some fishbone diagrams produced in project
workshops that express in quite a powerful format, some of the students’ views about
today’s topic.

All of these ideas and resources are shared today in the absolute conviction that young
people need to be involved in the processes of service improvement and we must find
ways to ensure that their voice can be heard clearly by decision makers.

Schools and students involved

St Clement’s College Charles Read High Parkside Community
Sade Dyers School College
Callum Clarke Hattie Fuller Charlotte Eyre
éﬂam Shel!ey The Peele Community Sam Fabrun
arlie Waite .
Connor Woolle College . Dqkerles College
y Alex English Leigh-Anne Palmer
g g
Adam Marsh Georgia Gilbert Sally-Ann Trueman
Stephen Whenman
Rebecca Dakin Haven High School The Queen Elizabeth’s
Jasmine Redford Robbie Batch (1561) Endowed School
David Marshall Elizabeth Lyons Edward Belcher
Calvin Barker Charlotte Harkness- Sam Clarkson
Amy Spencer Knowles Eleanor Cobbold
Charlie Leary King Edward VI Spilsby ~ Haddon Park School
Lafford High School William White Kaydie Ferguson
Ricky Foster Lukasz Traski Amy Devlin
Jack Morley-Brown St Bedes Catholic Catherine Beardsley
The Giles School Science College
Adam Tempest Jason Read
George Moore Hayley Proctor

With grateful thanks to Vicky Ford, Elizabeth Hopkins and all other participating staff at the
schools, Bishop Grosseteste University College and Children’s Links



THE STUDENT’'S VOICE

OUR FAMILIES

What have our families done well to help us?

| INCOME

LOVE - Affection

Good home
Good diet
Clothes
Treats
EBonding
Two parents
- Support

- Get us a proper uniform

- Buying pens and materials

- Helping with homework

- Going to parents' evenings

Opportunities to
trave!

Holidays
Adventures

Letting us join clubs
Learn news skills:
dance, football,
musical instruments

i

Choosing a safe
town to live in
Locks and gates on
our housas
Keeping us near to
them

Knowing where we
are

| SAFETY |

| LEISURE |

What could our families have done better to help us?

| INCOME |

- Eamn

- (Getabetter job

mare money

| SCHOOL i )

Help us
Make us go
Support
teachers

Make sure carers
know what to do
Lock after our
health

CHILDCARE

night
- Setgood
examples

| PARENTING |

- Set boundaries
- Make us behave
- Don'tleave us at

s

- Stop Swearing

- Stop Smoking

- Stop Drinking

- Spend more on
our clothes

- Clean the house

- Pay the bills

- Provide healthy
food

LIFESTYLE |



THE STUDENT’'S VOICE

PUBLIC SERVICES

What have the state services done well to help us?

[ HEALTH -

| FIRE SERVICE |

Quick to respond

Good bus
Service

TRANSPORT |

Reliable
POLICE isible
Lots on the
beat
Variety
Free
Confidential
advice from
drop in centres
Good education
Great primary
schools
Lots of investment in
buildings
SCHOOLS LEISURE
CENTRES

What could the state services have done better to help us?

FIRE

SERVICE

Maore firemeniwomen

d

Respond quicker
Have more power
Allowed to use force

A

[ HEALTH |-

Cleaner

Maore dentists

Quicker response
Mare Doctors
Mare information
given to patients

SCHOOLS

More discipline in
schools

More option chaoices
Teachers should
have more power

Maore free for under
18s' cantres
Grealter variety of
sporting
opportunities

Harsher jail
sentences
Ex-prisonars

shiould be monitored
Prisons should not
be so cosy

Life should mean life
We should have tha
death penalty

JUSTICE

LEISURE
CENTRES




THE STUDENT’'S VOICE

ACHIEVING ECM OUTCOMES

| What can be done to ensure young people achieve the 5 outcomes of EVERY CHILD MATTERS? |

TEACHERS !
- Helpful teachers ENJOY AND

- Teachers being good at their subject
- Mot too much teacher talk ACHI EVE
- Teachers' personality
- Teacher in charge
- Fair teacher
CURRICULUM — New lopics
- Objectives in lessons
No repetition
Targets
Flenary - Being seen as an individual
Choices - Teachers respect you
Active work/games S - Chance to work with friends
Mo copying - EI;EEEEU%%QP'SM - Keep the same tutor
Discussion - - Sodal ime to make friends
——— - Smart buildings
Practical work .
- Groupfpair work GEWERTHILES
REWARDS - Lots of bins
- Light, not too hot
- Grades marks or too cold

- Rewards, merits
- Moving up a set
- Prizes
- Praise

| RELATIONSHIPS

Letters home

- Reports home

- Phone calls home
- How to improve

comments an work ENVIROINMENT |
COMMUNICATION - School planner

- Parents’ evenings
- Regular marking
- Knowing how to improve.

MAKE A POSITIVE
VOLUNTEERING CONTRIBUTION

- Opportunities to volunteer in school time to

work with animals, children, community work

SUPPORTING

BETTER
BEHAVIOUR - Behaviour improvement centres

Farenting classeas
Early intervention before school.

Remove arcades/casinos
Create more theme parks with
realistic entrance fees

More ice skating rinks

More skate boarding parks
Under 18 clubs (with no alcohol)

THINGS TO DO/
PLACES TO GO




THE STUDENT’'S VOICE

ACHIEVING ECM OUTCOMES

| What can be done to ensure young people achieve the 5 outcomes of EVERY CHILD MATTERS? |

BE HEALTHY

= Free school meals for all

- Fresh vegetables

- Parents encouraged/taught how to provide
healthy food.

SEXUAL
HEALTH - Free pregnancy tests in schools
- Sexual health tests
- Compulsory sex education on sexual
diseasas
EMOTIONAL
HEALTH

- School counsellor
- Lessons on relationships
- Connexions Services

Opportunities to understand
others' faiths beyond RE
lessons

Opportunities to explore the
environment

Travel

SPIRITUAL HEALTH

More variety of Sports
Swimming pools at all
secondary schools
lce Skating

More investmeant in
talented sports
menfwomen for the
Olympics

Horse riding
Adventure sports

| FITNESS |

ROAD
SAFETY - Raise driving age to 20
- More zebra crossings
Lollypop staff

Speed traps

SECURITY

- MNetworks of police improved

- Metal detectors in schools

- Quicker response ime

- CCTVinshops

- PCS0O'sright to amrest

- More visible police

- ESafer playgrounds with adult volunteers

Supervised exercise clubs for under
18 10 lose weight

More football piiches supervised
Adventure/team by

Sport every day in school
More swimming pools

= Free clubs run by the council

FITNESS

BE SAFE

- Community service for first
drug offences

- Ban of drinking in public
places

- Lower age to 14 (as in
Germany)

ALCOHOL/DRUGS




THE STUDENT’'S VOICE

ACHIEVING ECM OUTCOMES

What can be done to ensure young people achieve the 5 outcomes of EVERY CHILD MATTERS?

EMPLOYMENT |

More jobs created ACHIEVE ECONOMIC
Opportunities for promotion WELL-BEING

PREPARATION FOR
EMPLOYMENT

- Connexions services extendad
- Worl experience increased to a month with

: . Create new subject called INDEPENDENT
contrasting work experiences.

STUDIES

C. M interview technigues/applications

Fractical cookery

How to maintain a home

How to budget

How to look after money

Understanding what taxas are for and what we
have {0 pay

Educational trips to support our understanding of
BCONOMICS

SCHOOL CURRICULUM

ERADICATING CHILD POVERTY

What will make the difference so that no child is poor?

| HousinG |

- Accommodation provided for ALL by council

- All council housing brought up to & good
minimum standard

- All children guaranteed a roof over their

heads
BENEFITS I

- Vouchers instead of child banefit = Free transport to all
- Government bank account for each child to 16 schools
- Benefit means tested - School 1o teach 6™

- Additional short term benefits for poor families formers to drive, and to
- Increase child benefit for poorest

- Heating Vouchers

- Shopping Youchers

- ‘Meals on wheels’ for identified families.

avold people stealing
cars with no licen

= Lower taxes
Lower petrol prices

= Tax super nch more

= Cheaper chuldren’s

clothes

EMPLOYMENT

- Taxls

DE COTPATIE

- More jobs

- Jabs for teenagers profits heavily

= Reduce foatballers

Police/welfare alerted early to e
! wETe SRR A = Free Food

POVELLY ISSUCS - Lower price for

Social workers in schools

napgpies
Mew charity for poor famalies u

- Subsidised school
Benefits are ning fenced —af uniforms TRANSPORT

COST OF LIVING 10 attempt made 1

/ hen the benefits w'II.J.'J SUPPORT




